
WIMBLEDON  •  PUTNEY  •  WANDSWORTH  •  BARNES  •  SOUTHFIELDS  •  EARLSFIELD

Q
UEUE TIPS 

FOR W
IM

BLEDON
IS

S
U

E
 1

6
7

JU
N

E
 2

01
4

ACE  
SHOTS
MEET WIMBLEDON’S 
TOP PHOTOGRAPHER

FUN & 
SUN

WIMBLEDON 
VILLAGE FAIR

MAN’S
WORLD
THE ULTIMATE 
MAN CAVE
3 summer looks
FATHER’S DAY
SUPER CARS

WIMBLEDON WANDSWORTH PUTNEY



As I enter Duncan Grove’s elegant office 
in a converted Edwardian house on 
Wimbledon Common, I am immediately 
drawn to the gallery of photographs 
adorning his walls – Andy Murray, Serena 
Williams, Venus Williams, Rafael Nadal 
- and several of images of Oxford-v-
Cambridge Boat Races. There is an air 
of excitement in Duncan’s voice as he 
tells me how he captured each shot. 
Duncan has taken many award-winning 
and much-published images of the 
Wimbledon Tennis Championships, which 
is quite an accomplishment given it is the 
UK’s largest sporting event, attracting 

the world’s best sports photographers. 
Duncan began his photographic career 
as a passionate amateur but after winning 
a local photography competition with a 
holiday snap he thought was ‘rubbish,’ 
(but subsequently licenced it for several 
thousand pounds!) he started to 
appreciate his own skill. 

He invested in more professional Nikon 
equipment than he likes to admit to. 
‘I needed all the help I could get,’ 
he jokes. He joined the Malden and 
Kingston camera clubs, entered several 
competitions and had great success. 
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Some of the most iconic 
Wimbledon tennis 

photographs have been 
taken by local photographer 

Duncan Grove FRPS. 
Kate Miranda meets the 

man behind the lens
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When he realised his passion was 
becoming his profession, Duncan made 
a very deliberate decision to become a 
sports photographer. ‘I am a very analytical 
person so when I first thought about the 
genre of images I was going to shoot I 
considered whether to be a landscape 
or a sports photographer. Landscape 
photographers have to get up very early in 
the morning before the sun rises, they have 
to climb three mountains and then find that 
the light is wrong so have to do it again the 
next day and then the next and the next. 
Sustenance consists of a thermos of coffee 
and if the camera breaks, there is no easy 
way to get a replacement. There is always 
someone in a red anorak spoiling the shot 
and inevitably it is raining.’ 

That was one option. Duncan continues, 
‘another option was to be a sports 
photographer at Wimbledon. Show 
Court play starts at a gratifyingly civilised 
one o’clock, there are strawberries and 
champagne to hand, if my camera breaks 
manufacturers are onsite to support 
accredited photographers; if it rains 
there is a roof. The players are incredibly 
photographic and the ambience of 
Wimbledon is very special; I have a real 
love and enormous respect for the event, 
so I decided I would become a sports 
photographer,’ he says wryly. 

Wimbledon is the highlight of Duncan’s year 
and shooting Andy Murray’s win last year 
was a career highlight – although it almost 
didn’t happen. ‘It was extremely difficult 
as everybody wanted to shoot the final. 
For the finals the All England Club actually 

allocates photographer positions and for 
the Murray final I was not on the list so I was 
absolutely distraught but on the day, one of 
the other photographers with an allocated 
position shot the first two sets and then very 
kindly gave up his position to allow me to 
photograph the third,’ he says with gratitude. 

Duncan first photographed Wimbledon 
tennis on the outside courts as he could 
not get accreditation. ‘It is the mostly 
highly sought after accreditation for a 
sporting event in the UK. Each year I have 
to apply and it is given to publications 
rather than individuals,’ Duncan says. After 
several failed attempts he finally achieved 
success in 2010 through a joint application 
with International Tennis Magazine, the 
UK’s highest circulation tennis magazine. 
This changed Duncan’s career. Instead 
of being restricted to the public areas he 
was courtside, among the world’s best 
sports photographers and his results were 
stunning. ‘I was very nervous at my first 
Wimbledon, envisaging a huge number of 
hardened pro sports photographers and 
newspaper hacks in the media centre who 
would not appreciate my presence, but that 
could not have been further from the truth. 
Everyone is very helpful and very 
supportive.’  

Duncan Grove FRPS is 
now one of the preferred 
photographers for the 
annual BNY Mellon 
Oxford-v-Cambridge 
Boat Race and this year 
was Cambridge’s Official 
Photographer for their 

Alumni Day and  Boat Naming Ceremony. 
His photographs have been prominently 
published in many national newspapers, 
international magazines and books, 
including front covers. Duncan is also one 
of only 663 photographers to be awarded 
a Fellowship by The Royal Photographic 
Society (FRPS) – recognised as the most 
prestigious distinction in the photographic 
world. Although he is a professional sports 
photographer, it is not his full-time career 
but feeds his passion. Duncan is also 
the managing director of Multitron Ltd, 
an electronic components distribution 
company based at Wimbledon Common. 

Duncan is grateful to the AELTC to have 
again been awarded accreditation 

for 2014 and is currently 
preparing a selection of his 

best Wimbledon photographs 
for an exhibition at Cannizaro 
House. ‘It’s my first solo 
exhibition and I am thrilled 
it will be opening during the 

Wimbledon Tennis fortnight.' t&l      

www.duncangrove.com 

DUNCAN GROVE 
EXHIBITION
Cannizaro House 

21 June - 31 August
www.cannizarohouse.com  
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